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EIGHTH 
GRADE 
GRADUATION
On a beautiful Friday evening 23 
eighth grade students marched 
into the expansive white tent with 
faculty, family, and friends eager 
to help celebrate their graduation. 

The ceremony included recogni-
tion of 11 graduates who have 

been part of Shaker Road School since preschool, presentation of the class gift, graduation 
awards, the walking sticks, hand crafted each year by Alex Hicks and given to each student 
symbolizing their 
journey beyond 
Shaker Road 
School, and of 
course their hard 
earned diploma. 
We now welcome 
the class of 2017 as 
part of the alumni of 
Shaker Road School 
and look forward to 
hearing from them 
in the future.

Congratulations 
to the Class  
of 2017!

SaplingsSaplings
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The SRS Kindergarteners graduated on June first. Family and 
friends were entertained by a play called Cook-a-doodle-do, 
based on a book by Janet Stevens and Susan Stevens Crum-
mel. It is a story about the great grandchild of the Little Red 
Hen. Even though it is similar to the old tale, this story has 
a twist: some animals actually help the chicken and rooster 
and bake something together. This story touches on many of 
our citizenship themes this year: communication, friendli-
ness, fairness, cooperation, kindness and perseverance.

Along with the play, the children sang a fun song called ‘Kin-
dergarten’ sung to the tune of “Love and Marriage”. It ends 
with the line “The time has come to go to First Grade.” The 
children worked very hard on the program and now have 
special pins and diplomas to note the special occasion.

This class is indeed ready for First Grade! 

Submitted by: Debbie Potter

Plymouth Regional 
High School
Cooper Bouchard

Lawrence Academy
Tessa Griffith

Shaker Road School 9
Baxter Curry
Phoebe Luna Hicks

Berwick Academy
Avery Bacon

Concord Academy
Coriell Miller

Phillips Exeter 
Academy
Katie Reid

Brooks School
Caitlyn Ingram

Tilton School
Mackenzie Saunders
Tom Zhang
Josiah Ziminsky

Proctor Academy
Eleanor Harding
Jonathan Ryder-Clark

Concord High School
Rafe Pollak
Emily Samenfeld

The Derryfield School
Aiden LaCroix
Cailynn Vanderpool

S H A K E R  ROA D  S C H O O L 

Weston High School
Weston, MA
Anthony Yang

St. Mark’s School
Henry Sansone

St. Paul’s School
Victoria Chen
Caroline Taggart

Bishop Brady  
High School
Emily Senko
Keely Smith

Class of 2017
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The misty weather did not dampen the prekindergarten student’s 
excitement as they hosted their annual Mother’s Day Social. This year 
it was held under the pavilion, decorated in a spring theme with an 
assortment of bright colors and flowers.  The children created cards 
and presented them with a marigold plant, that they started from 
seed themselves in the greenhouse with Doug. Everyone enjoyed a 
wonderful morning together!

Prekindergarten’s Mother’s Day Social

NATURALIZATION CEREMONY
On May 19th, Shaker Road was invited to the Concord Court House to perform for a naturalization ceremony. For those unfamil-
iar with this term, a naturalization ceremony is the final step for applicants who wish to become American citizens. After taking the 
required courses and tests, the approved applicants attend this ceremony and, after reciting the Naturalization Oath of Allegiance, 
they are given their official statements and certificates declaring them US citizens.

We took 22 students down to Concord that afternoon, 
and performed the National Anthem and Proud To 
Be an American for the applicants. Our group was 
comprised of chorus members and volunteers from 
6th and 7th grade, to help fill the spots that were left 
open due to class conflicts in choir. The students, on 
top of performing remarkably, showed a high level 
of professionalism while attending such an impor-
tant ceremony. The group received many thank you’s 
as new citizens walked past, as well as a number of 
compliments from those involved in the ceremony, 
including the presiding judge. After the event, the 
students had a chance to meet and talk with the judge, 
and again showed a high level of respect for the cer-
emony and people involved.

Everyone at Shaker Road School should be proud of 
your representatives, and those involved should be 
very proud of the amazing work they put into their 
performance!

Submitted by: Zac Demarais
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On May 4, the fourth graders spent an exciting over-
night at the Museum of Science in Boston! The trip 
began with a bus ride into Boston to the Museum to 
check in for the evening. Once checked in, we headed 
to the cafe for dinner before taking a bit of time to 
explore the museum while we waited for our first show 
to begin. The opening show was about the use of science 
in animation! After the opener, we had a few minutes 
to explore the museum before heading to our hands-on 
activity about renewable resources in the home.  The 
children worked in small groups to make the greenest 
house they could.  Some of their houses included solar 
panels, use of compost, recycling, and wind power.    

After our group activity, we had more time to explore the museum and see the exhibits, both 
old and new. Some of the favorites were found in the Yawkey Gallery on the Charles River exhibit, where we explored the connec-
tions between engineering and nature on the Charles River. The students participated in a running activity that measured calories 
burned, discussed healthy foods, and measured metabolism. Another favorite exhibit was in The New England Habitat exhib-
it.  The dioramas showed wide-ranging landscapes, model birds, casts of feet, antlers, beaks, and other touchable elements. 

Around 9:15 p.m. we took a break in the cafe with some Dippin’ Dots ice cream before we went to the last show of the evening- 
The Lightning Show in the Theater of Electricity- filled with loud sounds and bright flashes of lightning set to music. Following the 
excitement of that show, each group was dismissed to grab their gear and set up for the night in their “camp” area. We were assigned 
the T-Rex exhibit, where we unrolled our sleeping bags, changed into pajamas, and brushed our teeth as we waited for lights out 
around 12:00 a.m.!

At lights on (so early!) around 6:30 a.m., we packed up, stored our gear, and headed to breakfast before going to the last shows of 
our trip. We had two shows: a Planetarium Show about our place in space, followed by a movie in the Mugar Omni Theater about 
animal migration. Before heading to the gift shop and loading on the bus, we took a bit more time to squeeze in one last exhibit, 
Take a Closer Look: Touch, Time, See. We were able to see a sound wave, use an infrared camera to explore hot spots around us, 
track cosmic particles in a cloud chamber, and find the hidden crown in every splash of milk.  

Although we were all very 
tired upon our return to 
Shaker, everyone had a 
fantastic experience at the 
museum. There were many 
exhibits and activities which 
kept us busy for the eve-
ning and following day, and 
everyone left with at least 
one memory, one that they 
won’t forget anytime soon!

Submitted by: Gillian Berry, 
Stephanie Newbery,  

Peter Daley

CLASSROOM 
OF THE MONTH

Despite the unseasonably hot temperatures (95!), the 15th annual Rock 
N Race was a great success once again this year. A huge thank you to 
the team members of the Shaker Road School Rockers (some pictured 
here) and to those who donated. This year we raised a total of $938 for the 
Payson Center for Cancer Care at Concord Hospital.  

Submitted by: Chrissy Raby
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From May 17th to May 19th, the 5th grade classes embarked on the 
annual Lake Winnisquam Trip to learn about lake ecology. On the 
morning of May 17th, the 5th grade classes set off to Doug’s lake 
home, “Grammy’s Camp”, on Lake Winnisquam for a few days of edu-
cation and fun. After weeks of abnormally chilly and rainy weather, the 
5th grade lucked out with three days of warm weather and sun.

At the lake, they learned a variety of lessons about the lake quality 
and animals. First, students broke up into “tank groups” and created 
mini lake habitats. They had much fun looking for rocks, plants, and 
animals in the lake to put into their aquariums. Also, the 5th graders 
learned about harmful pollution and invasive species in the lake. To 
test the pollution of the lake, they performed a number of tests includ-
ing PH, dissolved oxygen, alkaline, nitrate-nitrogen, and many more. 
The classes continued their research and found bugs in the lake and 
identified them to determine how pollution-tolerant they were. Lastly, 
the 5th graders were able to look under a microscope at the lake water 
and see the tiny plankton and algae in the water. This told them that 
the lake was healthy and full of life. 

The fifth graders not only learned, but had an abundance of fun as well. 
This included fishing for lake water fish and fun boat rides with Doug 
around the lake. Also, the fifth graders were able to kayak around the 
lake to test the water and have periodic “boat wars”. They were also 
given plenty of free time in which they played games such as “kick the 
cone”, tag, soccer, football, and ultimate Frisbee. As a fun treat, Mr. 
Hicks brought his liquid nitrogen dewar so the fifth grade could make 
scrumptious ice cream in a number of flavors such as vanilla and berry. 
After the long days of work and learning, the fifth grade would gather 
around the campfire for s’mores and spooky stories. On the final night 
the fifth grade gathered in the garage for a fun lake dance. 

Overall, the trip was a great success, and the fifth graders not only 
learned all about lake ecology, but also were able to have a bit of “fun in 
the sun” together with their friends.

Note: Fifth graders wrote this article: Eleanor Taggart,  
Hannah Rothenberg, Garrett Frink, and Paul Badau.

5th Grade 
Lake Winnisquam Trip
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The entire SRS faculty and staff were be-dazzled by the Hol-
lywood themed dinner put on by Parent Teacher Group 
(PTG) on May 11. The faculty and staff were treated to a 
delicious meal thanks to the generosity of the parents of 
SRS. As the faculty came in to the auditorium, they were 
surprised to find themselves walking down the famous red 
carpet greeted by paparazzi snapping photos. Tables were 
decorated with black and gold decorations, sunglasses, and 
candy treats. There was even a photo booth for Hollywood 
pictures!  The highlight of the evening was an Oscar award 
ceremony, with teachers nominated in several different 
categories such as “Best Dressed, ” “Best Baby Burper,” “Best 
Smile,”  “Best Hair,” and many, many more. Each winner won 
a mini Oscar award to take home, along with the winning 
envelope.  Stefanie Curry and Isabelle Ingram topped the 
evening off showing a video that they created with the eighth 
grade class singing a rap about their teachers, with all the 
prekindergarten through seventh grade students singing the 
chorus. 

Families brought in tasty appetizers, main courses, salads, 
desserts, and beverages for all of the faculty and staff to enjoy. 
In addition, each faculty member received a generous Visa 
gift card. PTG also held the drawing for the Clunie Fun 
Fund, established several years ago by the Clunie family, who 
donated the seed money to create a drawing each year for 
faculty and staff. Its purpose is to award a faculty member 
who has worked at SRS for 5 years or more with money to 
enjoy in whatever way they wish, as long as it is used for their 
own personal enjoyment. A PTG member draws two names 
each year, and the recipients of the $500 checks this year are Dan Stickney and 
Peter Daley. 

Three faculty members were acknowledged for 20 years or more of employment 
at SRS: Samantha Daniels, Mary Beth Burgess, and Dan Stickney. Flo Chapman 
was honored for her 22 years working at SRS as she retires on June 16.  Finally, the 

faculty said a very tearful goodbye to outgo-
ing PTG members of eighth grade students: 
Christine Senko, who has been part of the 
PTG for over 10 years, Isabelle Ingram, 
Timmie Miller, and Tia Andrighetti. We 
thank them for their dedication and contin-
uous support of the faculty and staff of SRS. 
They will all be greatly missed on campus!

This evening would not have been possible 
without the food and monetary donations 
from the parents and guardians here at SRS. 
The PTG, faculty and staff are grateful to ev-
eryone for their generosity and commitment 
to our school community.

Submitted by:  Patti Hicks

PTG TEACHER APPRECIATION DINNER
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As students arrived at the SRS campus to embark on 
their Washington, D.C., pilgrimage, a light rain fell 
while parents said their goodbyes for the week. After 
a short bus ride to Boston-Logan airport and a quick 
flight to Reagan International, we were off! With bags 
in tow and newly-charged metro cards, students set 
off on the first day, which included a quick trip to the 
Washington Monument and the new National Mu-
seum of African American History and Culture. 

It was a lovely day, with a light breeze and tempera-
tures in the 70s, which provided students with a great 
opportunity to soak up the sun and history of the 
monuments and city on the way to the NMAAHC, 
and they did just that, stopping to take plenty of pic-

tures along the way. Once inside, students assumed the roles of tour guides and informed their group members about some of the 
amazing and captivating history inside. Exploring the new museum was a truly captivating and invaluable experience to everyone 
involved, as the exhibits inside explored parts of America’s history that are tragic, somber, and that truly embody every aspect of 
perseverance and courage. Following dinner and another metro ride back to the hotel we settle in and got ready for the week ahead. 

After getting our bearings on the metro and learning how to move around in a busy city, we soon 
found ourselves exploring the nation’s most important and famous buildings, such as the Supreme 
Court and Congressional Library, where students examined some of the Latin sayings on the walls 
inside. Soon thereafter we stopped by Maggie Hassan’s office for a quick photo and a talk with her 
before her staffers were so generous as to give us a tour of the Capitol Building. 

Speaking of art, we also got to do quite a bit of exploring in the National Portrait Gallery, ex-
amining and critiquing some of the many riveting works on display there while engaging with 
technology to accomplish assignments for Art as well. This trend too, of using technology to posi-
tively interact and engage with the sites of Washington, D.C. would continue throughout the week, 
and students were able to get a lot done, and learn new skills along the way. 

As the week continued, and the temperature climbed, we were finally able to experience so much of 
America’s storied, diverse, and fascinating history. From getting stuck in the Lincoln Memorial and 
having to wait-out a very impressive lightning storm before getting access to the memorial itself, to 
finding names of personal significance on the Vietnam Wall, to exploring the FDR and Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. memorials in all the dramatic emphasis of night, the history of our nation’s strongest 
people, and some of its most trying and inspirational events were borne on the hard work and diligence of students and teachers 
alike. 

In regard to contributions, it seemed only fitting to end the week with a reminder of what has been paid to achieve these things, 
and though it was hot, we all made our way through Arlington National Cemetery. After pausing in the shade to escape the swelter-
ing heat, our timing worked out well and we were able to get front row access to the resolute and ever-impressive changing of the 
guard ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Students watched as the countless hours of training and dedication were put 
on full display and the soldiers performed this task flawlessly. And with that, it was time to make our journey out, but not before 
visiting the Eternal Flame along the way.

In all, the week went by like a flash, with so much being done, so many monuments and significant places being visited, so many pieces 
of artwork and spacecraft being examined, and so many stories told, students and teachers alike found themselves happily tired and 
enjoying a cool flight home. Boston traffic was as forgiving as can be on a Friday afternoon, and like that, we all arrived back where we 
had begun, safe and sound at the SRS campus, ready to tell families and friends all about the week’s many adventures. 

Submitted by:  Chris Dow

Eighth Grade Trip to Washington, D.C.
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