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UPCOMING  DATES:
For more information consult  

Edline or your school calendar.

• MAY 4: Museum of Science  – Grade 4
• MAY 5: Capitol Center for the Arts – Grades K-2
• MAY 5: PTG BARBEQUE 5-7 PM in field across 

from the school
• MAY 12: Mother’s Day Social – PreK
• MAY 15-MAY 19: 8th Grade trip to Washington, 

D.C.
• MAY 15: Capitol Center for the Arts – Grade 3 

& 4
• MAY 17-19: Lake Winnisquam trip – Grade 5
• MAY 25: Band and Chorus Concert – Grades 

5-8; 2:30 PM
• MAY 26: Semi-Formal Dance – Grades 6-8; 

7:00-10:00 PM
• MAY 29: SRS Closed for  

Memorial Day
• MAY 30-JUNE 2: Parent/Teacher conferences 

– Grades K-3
• MAY 31: Culminating Project Presentation – 8th 

Grade
• JUNE 1: Kindergarten Graduation; 7:00 PM
• JUNE 3: Spring Fling Concert PreK-Grade 2; 

10:00 AM/Grades 3-8; 1:30 PM
• JUNE 5: Advisory Reports posted — Grades 4-8

• JUNE 5: Award Ceremony; grades6-8; 9:00 AM

• JUNE 6: Kindergarten Pool Party

• JUNE 9: Eighth Grade  
Graduation; 7:00 PM

• JUNE 9: LAST DAY OF CLASSES

• JUNE 16: Father’s Day  
Luncheon at the river field

• JUNE 16: Report Cards posted for – Grades K-8

Notes from the Editor:
Look for the Saplings on Chalkable the first 
Friday of every month this year. A classroom 

team will be featured with updates from special 
events, school trips, athletics and alumni. If you 

have any photos of sports or school perfor-
mances that you would like to share, we would 

love to have a copy. Hope you enjoy the articles.

Editor: Patti Hicks
Copy Editor: Tad Curry

Photos:
Gillian Berry  •  Roger Blazon
Flo Chapman  •  Stefanie Curry
Patti Hicks  •  Nikki Stuppard

Stuck On Magnets
The second grade students began exploring magnets 
in the weeks prior to April vacation. They started 
the lesson by reading about magnets in their science 
books, and then composing an expository writing piece 
explaining what they learned about magnets. Then the 
students began experiments with many different types 

of materials like paper, keys, and wood to see if the objects were magnetic. 

First, they had to predict the results and then perform the experiment. They were 
surprised that keys, which are metal, did not stick to the magnets. The next experi-
ment had to do with identifying how magnets attracted many different types of 
objects.  The students had to make predictions to determine if the magnet would 
hold a paper clip through various items like paper, wood, water, metal and plastic. 
They were also given the opportunity 
to use a very large magnet to see how 
thick an object can be and still feel the 
magnetic pull. The students discov-
ered that the big magnet could hold a 
nail through fourteen picture books 
and up to ten chapter books! They 
were all so amazed by this experiment. 

The final experiment the students con-
ducted had to do with how magnets 
attracted or repelled one other. They 
were given magnets of different shapes 
and sizes and then experienced how 
magnets interacted. The lesson on 
magnets was wrapped up with a “train 
race”. The students competed to move 
a small toy train with magnets attached 
down a table, using the repelling force 
of another magnet. There were four 
rounds of competition, with one train 
coming in first. The second graders 
enjoyed the experiments and learned a 
great deal about magnets. It was great 
introduction for the second grade class 
to implement the scientific method.  

Submitted by: Mr. Blazon’s  
Second Grade Class
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A tradition prior to April vacation is spirit week. Each day of that week the student government selects a theme for the students for 
the entire school. This year spirit week started off with school spirit day, everyone wearing SRS ROYAL blue and white. Tues-
day was twin or triplet day, followed by crazy hair day on Wednesday, with Thursday favorite Disney character day, and finally 
everyone’s favorite day on Friday, pajama day. The student government representatives visit each classroom assigning points for 
participation. At the end of the week the grade level having the most points is declared the winner and keeps the spirit week trophy 
until the following year. This year the fourth grade classes were declared the prizewinner. On Friday the faculty wrapped up the 
week with entertaining the students with the teacher “talent-less show.”

Submitted by:  Patti Hicks

Spirit Week
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Live  Love  DANCE
The SRS Dancers celebrated another successful dance season. The sixteenth 
annual Shaker Road School Dance Recital was held on Saturday, April 8, at the 
Concord City Auditorium. This year’s theme was “Live, Love, Dance”, which was 
the first recital at SRS for our new instructor Casey Nameche.  

Over 70 dancers performed many creative routines this year, with a variety of 
different performances including lyrical, tap, hip-hop, jazz, and ballet.  Two of our 
eighth grade students, Macken-
zie Saunders and Luna Hicks, 
performed a lyrical dance that 
they choreographed for the 
audience. They were recognized 
for their longevity with the SRS 
dance program. 

We look forward to next year’s 
dance recital! Congratulations 
to Casey and all the SRS danc-
ers on a wonderful recital.

Submitted by: Patti Hicks



Page 4 Saplings April 2017, Volume 7, Issue 8

Be careful what you wish for as Stephen Sondheim’s and James Lapine’s cockeyed fairytale came to 
life in this adaptation of their groundbreaking, Tony Award-winning musical performed by the SRS 
middle school drama students. Into the Woods Jr., features all of your favorite characters—Cinderella, 
Little Red Riding Hood, Jack (and his beanstalk) and the Witch in this lyrically rich retelling of clas-
sic Brothers Grimm Fables. This production involved over 40 middle school students, who worked 
tirelessly to entertain their audience with this very complex spring production.

The Narrators (Luna Hicks, Caroline Taggart, Emma Labrie) begin the story guiding the company 
through each character’s wish, with the townspeople (Rosie Curry, Fiona Elliott, Diana Harding, 
Anna Kozikowski, Katie Vlacich) visiting each of their homes. The musical centers on a Baker  (To-
bias Patterson) and his Wife (Coriell Miller), who wish to have a child; Cinderella (Tessa Griffith), 

who wishes to attend the King’s festival; and Jack (Evan Crandlemire), who wishes his cow, 
would give milk. When the Baker and his Wife learn that they cannot have a child because of a 
witch’s curse, the two set off on a journey to break the curse and wind up changed forever.

Jack’s Mother (Katie Reid) wishes for gold and a less 
foolish son. Since their cow won’t produce any milk, 
she insists that Jack take the cow to market to sell her. 
Cinderella’s Stepmother (Mackenzie Saunders) and her 
stepsisters, Florinda (Kaitlyn McKinnon) and Lucinda 
(Katherine Spencer), laugh at Cinderella’s wish. With 
Cinderella’s Father (Baxter Curry), they ride off to the 
ball without Cinderella, leaving her behind in tears. 
After stopping at the bakery for sweets, Little Red 
Ridinghood (Natalie Daniels) prepares to travel into the 
woods to see her sick Granny at her home (Alannah Du-
rica). The Baker and his Wife are visited by the Witch 

(Cailynn Vanderpool) next door. She reveals that the Baker’s father is the reason the couples wish will 
never come true. She explains that, in the past, for his pregnant mother, the Baker’s father stole magi-
cal beans from the Witch’s garden, filled with Greens (Hadley Cepiel, Eve Hicks, Emma Larson, Anya 
Orzechowski, Alexis Spradling). The Witch placed a curse on the family, guaranteeing none would ever 
bear children again. In order to break the spell and get his wish, the Witch tells the Baker he has three 
days to bring her four items: a cow as white As the Baker prepares for his journey, he puts on his father’s 
old jacket and finds six beans in the pocket. Forbidding his Wife to join him on the quest, he tries to memorize the list of things the Witch has 
asked for: cow as white as milk, a cape as red as blood, hair as yellow as corn and a slipper as pure as gold. 

While walking through the woods to market, enhanced by the scary trees (Ashley Brust, Grace Joscelyn, Hank McCabe, Alex Pittelli), Jack 
encounters a Mysterious Man (Rafe Pollak) who says his cow is worth only a sack of beans. Little Red Ridinghood (Natalie Daniels) meets a 

Wolf  (Quinn Cepiel) who targets her and her grandmother for his next meal.  The Witch visits 
Rapunzel (Isabella Wang) at the tower where she is as a kept prisoner. The Baker’s Wife leads 
Milky-White through the forest when she encounters Cinderella, who is running from Cin-
derella’s Prince (Henry Sansone) and his Steward (Eliana Mlawski). Rapunzel’s Prince (Chris 
Grimbilas) and Cinderella’s Prince exchange tales of woe each insisting his romantic problem is 
more serious than his brother. 

The Baker finally agrees to accept his Wife’s help, realizing it will take both of them to accomplish 
their goal. Jack returns to the Baker with a golden egg that the magical Hen (Cammi Labrie) left 
behind, which he offers in exchange for Milky-White. The story continues as the Baker and his 
Wife try to collect the belongings they need to have a child. Finally, the ingredients are located, 
fed to the cow, and Milky-White produces milk. 

As the third midnight strikes, the Baker’s father dies and Milky-White is reunited with Jack. The 
Prince finally finds his Cinderella and Rapunzel, reunited with her Prince, restores his vision with 

her tears. The Witch realizes that, in exchange for her own youth and beauty, she has lost her magical power over others. Having broken the curse, 
the Baker’s Wife is happily pregnant, and the Narrator observes that the kingdoms are now filled with joy. We are reminded there will be times 
when each of us must journey into the woods but that we must mind the future and the past.

Submitted by: Patti Hicks, Sam Daniels, Jay Lewis, Rachel Minsinger, Zac Desmarais

Into the Woods JR. 
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