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UPCOMING DATES:
For more information  
consult Chalkable or  
your school calendar.

6/15:  Report Cards posted  
Grades K-8

6/18:  Summer Session begins
8/29:  Meet and Greet  

@ 9:00—10:00 AM
9/4:  First Day of School

NOTES FROM  
THE EDITOR:

Look for the Saplings on Chalkable each month this year 
posted online at www.shakerroadschool.org. A class-
room will be featured with updates from special events, 
school trips, athletics and alumni. If you have any photos 
of sports or school performances that you would like 
to share, we would love to have a copy. Hope you enjoy 
the articles.
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COPY EDITOR: Tad Curry

PHOTOS: Becky Carter
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 Patti Hicks
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 Nikki Stuppard

Eighth Grade Graduation
On a glorious Friday evening here at Shaker Road School, 23 eighth 
grade students marched into the expansive white tent for their gradu-
ation ceremony. The faculty, as well as family and friends were there to 
participate in the celebration. 

The ceremony included recognition of 12 graduates who received the 
Recognition of Continuance Award who have been enrolled continuously 
at Shaker Road School since first grade or earlier, the presentation of 
the class gift, graduation awards, and walking sticks handcrafted each 
year by Alex Hicks.  These walking sticks are given to each graduating 
eighth grader symbolizing their journey beyond Shaker Road School.  
We now welcome the Class of 2018 as part of the alumni of Shaker 
Road School and we look forward to hearing from them in the future.

Congratulations to the Class of 2018!

Submitted by: Patti Hicks
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Concord High School
Colin Hagin
Brooke Holmes
Cammi Labrie
Emma Labrie
Kaitlyn McKinnon
Athan Solsky

S H A K E R  ROA D  S C H O O L 

SRS9 PLACEMENT

Dublin School
Phoebe Luna Hicks

Bishop Brady  
Ashley Brust
Alannah Durica
Katherine Spencer

St. Paul’s School
Isabella Wang

Tilton School
Tobias Patterson
Gus Raymond

Class of 2018
Winnisquam Regional 
High School
Kelsey Durand

Northfield Mount 
Hermon
Anthony Huang

Trinity High School
Alexis Spradling
Brady Spradling

Coe-Brown 
Northwood 
Academy
Anders Larson

The Governor’s Academy
Eliana Mlawski

New Hampton School
Sarai Nicolosi

Middlesex School
Alex Pittelli

Bow High School
Matthew Wheeler

SRS9 PLACEMENT

Proctor Academy
Baxter Curry

Proctor Academy
Natalie Daniels
Grace Joscelyn
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Kindergarten  
Graduation

Shaker Road School Kindergarten graduates had a special 
evening on Wednesday, June 6, as they excitedly accepted their 
Kindergarten diplomas. They entertained the audience reflecting 
on their favorite Kindergarten memories, and then sang a rendi-
tion from the Addams Family theme song. We wish the students 
the best of luck next year as they head into first grade. 

It’s hard to believe the end of the year is in sight for this year’s eighth 
graders. They started the year with the Leadership Retreat where they 
set class goals and had some deep conversations related to personal 
struggles and hopes for the future. The high school search intensi-
fied, and students needed to learn how to balance academic work and 
extra-curricular activities with school visits and the application process.

 Many students found the winter months to be challenging due to 
illness, weather, as well as wrapping up the application process and wait-
ing to hear back from schools. They skyped into class when home on a 
snow day and made the most of checking chalkable and emailing their 
teachers for work they missed. 

Eventually spring came and along with it came spring fever. The eighth graders spent time revisiting schools, taking 
placement tests, and picked classes for their freshmen year of high school. They also rehearsed and performed in their 
last Dance Recital and Drama Production. They were itching for warm weather and couldn’t wait for April vacation. 
Once they returned to school, it hit them that there was only a month and a half left of school. Although they’d often 
thought of the day when they’d graduate and move on from SRS, it was tough for some of them to realize that their 
time here was almost over. They continued to work on their Culminating Projects, wrapped up Latin plays and Spanish 
dances, and enjoyed their last month of Flag Football, X-C, and golf. 

Even though their trip to Washington DC was rather soggy, the students still saw many important memorials and mu-
seums and even made time for a dance party at Madame Tussaud’s. They performed in their last Band/Chorus concert, 
attended their last SRS Semi-Formal, and prepared for their final Spring Fling.

Although some eighth graders joined the class in middle school, others have been together for more than a decade. 
No matter when they joined the class of 2018, each student was welcomed, or in some cases welcomed back, with 
open arms. They bickered like siblings and drove each other crazy, but overall these kids admired and appreciated each 
other’s unique talents. As they prepare to move on to the thrills and challenges of high school, we hope they know 
they’ll always be welcomed back to Shaker Road School. This is not goodbye; it’s until next time. Congratulations class 
of 2018! We can’t wait to see where the journey takes you!

Submitted by: Cathy Linden

Eighth 
Grade  

Advisory  
of the 
Month
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Eighth Grade Trip to Washington, D.C.
After arriving at the SRS campus early on a dreary Monday morning, students 
grabbed their bags and departed for Washington, D.C.! A short bus ride to Boston-
Logan Airport and quick flight later, and we were off! With bags and metro cards 
in tow, students set off on the first day, which included visits to the FDR and MLK 
Jr. Memorials, as well as a somber visit to the Holocaust Memorial Museum. Before 
long we were safely inside while a rainstorm passed, and with that, the first day 
came to a close.  

Tuesday morning greeted us warmly and after a trip to the Library of Congress and 
some time for photos and a brief discussion at the Supreme Court, we headed to 
the Hart Senate Office Building. Here Maggie Hassan’s staffers warmly received us 
and generously gave us an amazing tour of the Capitol Building. The Air and Space 
Museum and National Gallery 
of Art were next, and students 
took in as much as they could 
in the time we had to explore. 
Before long, it was time to get 
some dinner, but not before 

checking out some of the new additions to the Smithsonian Portrait Gal-
lery, where there are wonderful works galore! 

Washington itself is a living gallery, and one that takes time to explore. 
Luckily, we were able to visit the Pentagon 9/11 Memorial, which gave 
students time to reflect on the most tragic day in modern American his-
tory. At the National Museum of African American History and Culture 
students became the tour guides and shared their knowledge on the 
many powerful artifacts, stories, and exhibits there. As the week con-
tinued, we were finally able to experience so much of America’s storied, diverse, and fascinating history. From the Lincoln 
Memorial to the Vietnam Wall, we were reminded of our nation’s strongest people, and some of its most trying and inspira-

tional events as well. So many have contributed to this nation and its progress.

Regarding those contributions, it seemed only fitting to visit the hallowed 
grounds where we remember what has been paid to achieve these things, and 
though it was raining steadily, we all made our way through Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. After visiting a student’s family member and speaking with a 
couple who were visiting their son, we were able to get front row access to 
the resolute and ever-impressive changing of the guard ceremony at the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier. Students watched as the countless hours of train-
ing and dedication were put on full display and the soldiers performed their 
task flawlessly. And with 
that, it was time to make 
our journey out, but not 
before stopping to pay 
our respects to a passing 
funeral procession we 
encountered on the way 

to the Eternal Flame. 

In all, the week went by like a flash, with so much being done, so many 
monuments and significant places being visited, so many pieces of art-
work and spacecraft being examined, and so many stories told, students 
and teachers alike found themselves happily tired and enjoying a quick 
flight home. Boston traffic was as forgiving as can be on a Friday after-
noon, and like that, we all arrived back where we had begun, safe and 
sound on the SRS campus, ready to tell families and friends all about the week’s many adventures. 

Submitted by: Christopher Dow
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Fifth Grade Trip to Lake Winnisquam
The fifth-grade class was welcomed with gorgeous weather as they began their three-day science 
excursion on Lake Winnisquam. The trip began with students collaboratively working together to 
set up tents; not an easy task when dealing with an eight-person tent! From there they collected 
water, vegetation, and other lake life to create aquariums that reflected the ecology of the lake.  
Finally, day one wrapped up with kayaking, fishing, and stories by the fire.

Day two, students observed aquatic insects that can be found in the lake.  They identified and 
tallied the number of these insects in order to draw conclusions about the water quality of the 

lake and neighboring pond.  The afternoon was filled with a trip in the boat to the middle of the lake to gather a deep-water 
sample and observe the water clarity using the secchi disk.  

Finally, on the day three the kids ran tests on the water samples they gathered for oxygen, Ph, and Nitrogen levels.  With these 
results students supported their earlier conclusions of the lake’s water quality.  The fifth grade is happy to report that Lake 
Winnisquam is a thriving, healthy ecosystem!  

Submitted by: Becky Carter

th

GRADE
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On Thursday, May 31, the Parent Teacher Group put on a wonderful 
teacher appreciation dinner for all the faculty and staff. The theme for the 
evening was “The 80’s”, with a prize going to for best ‘80’s costume. There 
were amazing door prizes, gift baskets, and gift certificates generously 
donated by families and the PTG.  The faculty and staff was treated to a 
delicious dinner catered by the Back Room Restaurant in Manchester.

The night was complete with the drawing for the Clunie Fun Fund, with 
winning teachers each receiving a $500 prize.  This evening would not 
have been possible without the food and monetary donations from the 
parents and guardians here at SRS. The PTG, faculty, and staff are grate-
ful to everyone for their generosity and commitment to our school 
community.

PTG TEACHER APPRECIATION DINNER

It was a beautiful day for a 5k on Thursday May 17th. 

Members of the SRS community were in abundance 

as money was raised for the Payson Center for Can-

cer Care at Concord Hospital. The Shaker Road School 

Rockers raised a total of $560 and had a lot of fun 

doing it! Thank you to all participants and to those of 

you who supported our efforts with generous dona-

tions. We look forward to another great race in 2019!

Submitted by: Christine Raby

2018 Rock ‘N Race
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Parent Teacher Group (PTG) End of the Year Wrap-Up
It has been a busy and exciting year for the Shaker Road School PTG! We packed the calendar with lots of events incor-
porating some of our favorite traditions while bringing new ideas to the school community. Here are just a few of the 
many events sponsored by the PTG in 2017-2018:

• Annual Back to School Picnic – A great tradition where families can re-connect after a long summer and 
meet new friends, classmates, and teachers.

• Grandparents / Grandfriends Day – A unique opportunity to connect with our loved ones who may not 
have a chance to visit our wonderful school community every day.

• Holiday Movie Night complete with pajamas, crafts, and caroling.

• Socially Shaker featuring Margaritaville and a very successful silent auction. 

• Adult Night Out with Hypnotist Paul Ramsey (NEW!) – An amazing night filled with laughter and 
disbelief as we witnessed some of the SRS faculty and parents experience some powerful and hysterical states of 
ultimate relaxation.

• Story Pirates Adventure (NEW!) – The SRS elementary school students wrote stories, submitted them 
to the organization for review, and then watched one of their stories acted out by the professional team from 
Story Pirates onsite at the school.

• And more to come, including the End of Year Barbecue and the Teacher Appreciation Dinner.

As you are aware, the PTG is a non-profit organization and all of the funds raised are used to support fun, educational, 
community-building activities for the school.  This year, the PTG raised more than $12,000, enabling the organization to 
contribute funds to enhance the SRS technology lab, create new events such as the Adult Night Out and Story Pirates 
Assembly, and help add new experiences to the 8th Grade’s Class Trip to Washington DC. 

All of these incredible events would not be possible without the support of our families who generously contribute 
time, food, decorations, money, and so much more over the course of the year.   We are also grateful to those who filled 
out the PTG survey online.  Your feedback and input is invaluable and we have already begun to incorporate your ideas 
into our planning for next year.

If you haven’t already, we hope that you will consider volunteering, attending a monthly PTG meeting, or experiencing 
some of our events.  We have so many exciting activities to plan and always need help.  The PTG is also a great way to 
meet other parents and contribute to your child’s overall learning community beyond the classroom.

As a final note — the PTG will host a Trunk Sale during the Back to School Picnic in September, so start 
gathering up your gently used sports equipment and musical instruments over the summer! And, the PTG Pancake 
Breakfast will return next year on our own campus…and we will serve Shaker Road School’s own Maple Syrup! 

We hope to see you soon!

PTG Corner — What We Are All About!


